24                KING RICHARD III             [ACT i.
Anne. Ill rest betide the chamber where thou liest!
Glou. So will it, madam, till I lie with you.
Anne. I hope so.
Glou.                     I know so.    But, gentle Lady Anne,
To leave this keen encounter of our wits                      115
And fall something into a slower method,
Is not the causer of the timeless deaths
Of these Plantagenets, Henry and Edward,
As blameful as the executioner ?
Anne. Thou wast the cause and most accurs'd effect.           120
Glou. Your beauty was the cause of that effect;
Your beauty, that did haunt me in my sleep
To undertake the death of all the world,
So I might live one hour in your sweet bosom. Anne. If I thought that, I tell thee, homicide,                     125
These nails should rend that beauty from my cheeks. Glou. These eyes could not endure that beauty's wrack;
You should not blemish it, if I stood by:
As all the world is cheered by the sun,
So I by that; it is my day, my life.                             130
keen] Q I, Ff;   kind Qq 2-8.         116. something-'] Ff; somewhat Qq. ' ~          132. that} Ff; which Qq.       124. live] Ff; rest Qq.
127. not] Ff; neuer Qq.         that"] Ff; sweet Qq.
116.  slower   method]   Steevens   ex-   by Marlowe, Doctor Faustus, c, 1588, plains as "more serious," i.e. slow as   sc, x.: "none . . . can compare with opposed to " quick " in the sense of   thee for the rare effects of magic "; and "lively."   Perhaps " more deliberate "   New Eng. Diet, gives a more recent is a better interpretation.                        instance from  Sir   David  Brewster's
117.     timeless]    untimely.      Aldis   Natural Magic,  1833:   "It   will act Wright notices Shakespeare's use of   like a concave when the cooling effect the word in   his   earliest plays and   has reached the axis."   In the present
\ poems:   e.g.   Richard  II.  iv.  i.  5;   line both "cause" and "effect" are used
* Romeo and Juliet, v. iii. 162; Lucrece,   in a concrete sense, to be retorted in the
irl^.     Compare Marlowe,  2   Tambur-   next with their ordinary abstract mean-
Ttaine,  1590, v. 3:   "Let   Earth  and   ing.   Warburtonexplained "effect" as
Heaven his  timeless death  deplore."    " executioner," which amounts to the
R. C. Browne, on Milton, Death of Fair   same as Malone's reading;  Steevens
Infant, line 2 (Clar. Press ed. i. 250), re-   and Johnson took the word in its usual
fers to Spenser, Faerie Queene, vi. 2.14,   sense.   Hanmer proposed: " Thou wast
where " knightlesse " = unknightly.        the cause and most accurs'd th* effect."
120. effect]  efficient  power, agent.       128. blemish  it]  i.e.  your  beauty,
Richard is at once the causer and the   referring to line 126.   Qq" them "refers,
executioner of the deaths of Henry and   of course, to " cheeks " in line 136; but
Edward.      Malone    understood    the   Gloucester's mention of his eyes in the
passage   thus.     "Effect,"   meaning   previous line makes guch a reference
" agency, operative influence," is used   ambiguous.